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ment caused by the division of mighty empires or
the deStruftion and founding of thrones.

In a few months' time he was once again setting
off on   his   travels.    By   Stage   coach  he  passed
through Belgium and the poverty-Stricken fields
and villages of northern France until he reached
Paris.    Here he remained for almost a year.   At
the end of this period, his thoughts began to turn
towards home.    During the  four  years  he  had
spent abroad he had made the acquaintance of a
great   number   of   English,   French   and  Dutch
scholars.    His deep knowledge of engineering and
mathematics was soon to be placed at the service
of his country.    He had not only learnt all that was
being done in astronomy in these countries, but was
able to make many of his own instruments and
grind the glass for the lenses of the telescopes.   In
order that he might send to Benzelius accurate
drawings of his own and other people's inventions,
he Studied the art of engraving.   Now and then he
put on one side his more difficult work and amused
himself by writing poetry, both in Latin and Swedish.
On one or two occasions when Benzelius wrote to
Emanuel, he enclosed a little note written in Latin
by his son Eric, who was then about ten years old.
His uncle would reply in simple Latin verse, wishing
his nephew every happiness and success and giving
him encouragement in his school work.